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SUBJECT: AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN HOSTILE HELD TERRITORY 

REF: STATE 1 1 15 10 

1. AS SITREPS ON SHABA INVASION HAVE REPORTED SINCE APRIL 16 
NEITHER CONSULATE OR METHODISTS IN LUBUMBASHI AND KINSHASA HAVE 
HAD ANY CONTACT WITH AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN OCCUPIED TOWNS 

OP KAPANGA AND SANDOA. SITREPS IN LAST WEEK HAVE ALSO REPORTED 
THAT PAZ PORCES ARE SLOWLY ADVANCING ON THESE TOWNS 
BUT ARE STILL SOMEWHAT PAR AWAY. WE ARE UNSURE WHETHER MISSION- 
ARIES ARE IN THE TOWNS OR HAVE BEEN REMOVED, ALTHOUGH WE WERE 
GIVEN TO UNDERSTAND PROM A CATHOLIC PRIEST THAT THEY MAY STILL BE 
IN KAPANGA AREA AT LEAST. ACCORDING TO THIS MISSIONARY, WHO HAD 
BEEN IN RADIO CONTACT WITH HIS MISSION IN KAPANGA OVER A WEEK 
AGO, "ALL" (CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT) MISSIONARIES WERE WELL. SINCE 
THAT TIME, HOWEVER, THERE HAS BEEN NO COMMUNICATION WITH THE 
OCCUPIED TOWNS. 

2. AS REGARDS THE ICRC REPRESENTATIVE WHOSE NAME IS GUY ELDER 
AND NOT URICH BEDERTA, HE IS NOW IN GENEVA CONSULTING WITH 

HIS HEADQUARTERS. BEDER SPENT CLOSE TO THREE WEEKS IN KINSHASA 
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ATTEMPTING TO GO DOWN TO SHABA. ACCORDING TO HIM, HIS MISSION 
WAS TO INVESTIGATE THE SITUATION IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
ICRC SHOULD GET INVOLVED. ALSO, WE UNDERSTAND HE WAS CONCERNED 
WITH THE EPPECTS OP THE MILITARY SITUATION IN GENERAL AND NOT 
SOLELY WITH THE PROBLEM OP MISSIONARIES IN THE OCCUPIED ZONES. 

AT NO TIME DID HE MENTION THAT THERE WAS TO BE CONTACT WITH THE 
INVADERS ON THIS MATTER BY HIM OR SOMEONE ELSE PROM THE ANGOLAN 
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END. OUTSIDE OE HIS BASIC MANDATE HE APPARENTLY WAS TO BE A 
CHANNEL FOR A MESSAGE EROM THE METHODIST BOARD IN NY TO KEN 
ENRIGHT IN KOLWEZI REGARDING WHETHER THE LATTER WISHED TO STAY IN 
ZAIRE. EACED WITH REEUSAL TO GRANT HIM PERMISSION TO 
GO TO SHABA, BEDER EELT HE SHOULD RETURN TO GENEVA. HE WAS 
NOT REPEAT NOT EXPELLED. AS EAR AS WE KNOW HE IS LIKELY TO 
COME BACK IF ONLY TO SHOW ICRC INTEREST. EMBASSY WILL LOOK 
INTO MATTER FURTHER AND ADVISE. 

3. EMBASSY IS PREPARED TO REITERATE US CONCERN OVER EATE OE 
MISSIONARIES AND TO SEEK GOZ AGREEMENT FOR ICRC INTERVENTION, 

AND WILL DO SO AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. 

CUTLER 
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